314             EXCURSION TO BETHLEHEM,
present, a battle took place, in which several of
the combatants were wounded, and others
severely beaten ; and > on the preceding year,
the privilege of saying mass at the altar on that
particular day, had been fought for at the door
of the sanctuary itself, with drawn swords. * .
Returning from these grottoes up to the con-
vent, we ascended the terrace, and enjoyed from
thence a commanding view of the surrounding
country. Among thie moje interesting objects,
were pointed out the tower of jSt Paul t, but why
* Dr. Clarke, in speaking of the sanctuary at Bethlehem,
says, " The degrading superstitions maintained by all the
monkish establishments in the Holy Land, excite pain and
disgust. The Turks use the monastery here when they travel
this way, as they would a common caravansary, making the
church both a dormitory and a tavern, while they remain.
Neither is the sanctuary more polluted by the presence of these
Moslems, than by a set of men, whose grovelling understand-
ings have sunk so low as to vilify the sacred name of Chris-
tianity, by the grossest outrages upon human intellect. In
the pavement of the church, a hole, formerly used to carry off
water, is exhibited as the place where the star fell, and sunk
into the earth, after conducting the Magi to the cave of the
nativity. A list of fifty other things of this nature might be
added, if either the patience of the author or of the reader
were equal to the detail.'* Vol. ii. p. 622.
t The tower of Edar, as some say, was near this place,
where Jacob fed his flock after his return from Mesopotamia,
and where Reuben defiled his fathers concubine. Pococke,
vol. ii. p. 40. " And Israel journeyed and spread his tent
beyond the tower of Edar; and it came to pass, when Israel
ftwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah, his
father s concubine." Gen.-xxxv. 21, 22.